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1. Introduction 

 Previous studies on verb classification either focus 
on large-scaled classification of verbs in general (cf. 
Vendler 1957, 1967; Dowty 1979), or focus on the 
syntactic properties of some specific types of verb 
classes, e.g.,  

 Fillmore (1970): hitting and breaking types of verbs 
in English.  

 Levin & Rappaport Hovav (1991): wipe and clear in 
English. 

 Kroeger (2010): hitting, breaking and cutting in 
Kimaragan Dusun . 
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1. Introduction 

 Most, if not all, of these studies, are devoted 
to the classification of dynamic verbs. 

 Stative verbs: one single class of 
homogeneity and conformity. 
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1. Introduction  

 The main purpose: 

 To investigate the subclassification of the 
stative verbs in Kavalan. 

 To explore the syntax and the semantics of 
each subclass of stative verbs in the language. 
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1. Introduction 

 A Brief Sketch of the 

Languages investigated 

 

  

 

 

The Kavalan Population:  
                1,472 
 

(Council of Indigenous 
Peoples, Taiwan, July 
2018) 



A Brief Sketch of the Kavalan Language 

 1. belongs to the big Austronesian language 
family 

 2. predicate-initial language 

 3. makes do with a fairly limited repertoire of 
grammatical categories, making no syntactic 
distinction among such categories as verb, 
adjective, adverb, and preposition.  
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A Brief Sketch of the Kavalan 

Language 

 lexical items that denote such concepts as 
MANNER, FREQUENCY, SCOPE, TIME or ATTRIBUTE, 
which other languages frequently lexicalize 
as adverbs or adjectives are verbs in 
Kavalan. 
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A Brief Sketch of the Kavalan Language 

 4. Most of the Austronesian languages display a 
four-way distinction in their voice/focus 
systems:  

 AV: Agent voice PV: Patient voice 

 LV: Locative voice  

 IV/BV: Instrumental/Beneficiary 

 Kavalan displays only a two-way distinction: 

 AV: Agent voice PV: Patient voice 
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AV (me-/<em>) clauses 
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ACTOR 

ACTOR 

EXPERIENCER 



PV (-an) clauses 
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2. Morphosyntactic criteria for a verb in 

Kavalan 

 (i) appears in sentence-initial position;  

 (ii) attracts bound pronouns and aspectual 
markers;  

 (iii) has various verbal (focus/voice) derivations; 

 (iv) able to take imperative markers.  
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2. Major verb classes in Kavalan 

 (i) dynamic verbs, 

 e.g. qan ‘to eat’, bedung ‘to break’ , pusenizas 
‘to roof’, bassing ‘to sneeze’  

 (ii) stative verbs, 

 (iii) adverbial verbs 

 each of which can be further classified into 
several subcategories based on the shared 
semantic functions and morphosyntactic 
behavior.   
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2.2 Adverbial verbs: FREQUENCY 

(4) 
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2.2 Adverbial verbs: FREQUENCY 

(4) 
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2.2 Adverbial verbs: SCOPE 

(5) 
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2.2 Adverbial verbs: SCOPE 

(5) 
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2.2 Adverbial verbs: MANNER 

(6) 

2018/09/03 Paris: SWL8 18 



2.2 Adverbial verbs: TIME 

(7) 
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3. The characteristics of the stative 

verbs in Kavalan 

(8) 
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3. Subclasses of stative verbs in Kavalan 

not a homogeneous type 

Four subclasses: 

3.1 Verbs of Bodily Sensation (sensation 
verbs) 

3.2 Adjectival Verbs 

3.3 Cognition Verbs 

3.4 Emotion Verbs 
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3.1 Verbs of Bodily Sensation  

(sensation verbs) 

(9) 
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3.1 Sensation Verbs 

 (10) The argument configuration of 
Sensation Verbs: 

 

   V-an(PV) + NOMExperiencer + OBLStimuli 
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PV -an clauses in Kavalan 

(11) 
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FORCE/GENITIVE 
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-an clauses of other verbs 

-an clauses 
of body 
sensation 
verbs 



Sensation Verbs 

(12) 
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Sensation Verbs 

(13) 
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3.2 Adjectival Verbs 

(14)  
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The morphosyntactic characteristic 

of adjectival verbs in Kavalan 

 The superlative prefix sa- 

(15)  
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3.3 Cognition Verbs 

Verbs denoting such cognitive processing as the 
formation of thinking or mental activities of 
memory retrieving.  

(16) The argument structure of Cognition Verbs: 

 (i) AV-V + NOMcognizer + tu clause 

 (ii) V-an (PV) + GENcognizer + tu clause 
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(17)  
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3.4 Emotion Verbs 

Lexical items that describe a person’s mental 
states or feelings, such as melizaq ‘be.happy’, 
qumnut ‘be.angry’, meRetut ‘be.scared’, and 
maytis ‘be.afraid.of ’.  

(18) The morphosyntactic characteristic of 
Verbs of Emotion:  

  V + NPexperiencerer + NPstimuli 

 V + NPexperiencer + Clausestimuli 
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3.4 Emotion Verbs 

(19) 
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Nominalization forms 

(20)  

a. emotion verbs: 

 qena-…(-an); qa-…(-an): 

 the stimuli that arouse some certain 
 emotional state in the experiencer 

b. other verbs: 

  qena-…(-an):  

  something that has been V-ed 

2018/09/03 Paris: SWL8 33 



Nominalization of Emotion Verbs 

(21)  
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Nominalization of other verbs 

(22) 
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 Morphosyntactic characteristics of the four 

subclasses of stative verbs in Kavalan 
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4. Conclusions 

 1. . This study has shown that in Kavalan 
stative verbs are not of one homogeneous 
type. 

 2. Verb classification is a device that helps 
capture morphosyntactic patterns of a set of 
shared verbs. 

 3. Like noun classification, verb classification 
is a means to revealing human’s 
categorization of actions, events and states.  
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Questions or comments?? 
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