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 Toward a semantic-pragmatic organization?



Morphosyntactic properties of Subject

“Under the view that grammatical relations
are fundamentally language-particular, the first
of those questions is a substantive question
identifying to what extent clausal arguments in
the language fall into different classes, and, in
so far as they do, what these classes are and
what criteria define these classes.” (Dryer 1997:
124)
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• Case marking : NOMINATIVE
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• Case marking : NOMINATIVE

• Differential object marking (ACC/NOM)



Morphosyntactic properties of Subject
• First arguments of possessive predicates

(copula & verbs) : DATIVE
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• Loss of subject indexation on the predicate
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Morphosyntactic properties of Subject

• Loss of subject indexation on the predicate
• Development of a new evidential category in 

non-past : EGOPHORIC



Morphosyntactic properties of Subject

• Nominalization

-Guʤi :

-Gan :

-GUsI :
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Morphosyntactic properties of Subject

• Nominalization

-Guʤi : Single & 1st argument (incl. Possessor)

-Gan : Any argument (incl. Single & 1st arg.),
Realis

-GUsI : Any argument (incl. Single & 1st arg.), 
Irrealis



Voice derivations

« As for voice, Proto-Turkic had a cooperative,
e.g. körüš- ‘see another’, a middle, e.g. körün-
‘become visible’, a passive, e.g. körül- ‘be seen’,
and a causative, e.g. körtkür- ‘show’ »
(Róna-Tas 1998 : 75)
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• Synchronically unproductive passive voice
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Voice derivations

• Synchronically unproductive passive voice

“In rhetorically neutral sentences [the topic] is
identical with the subject, e.g. Turkish Ali resmi
çekti ‘Ali took the picture’. [...] Other constituent
may be topicalised by taking the initial
position, e.g. Resmi Ali çekti ‘As for the picture,
Ali took it’. (Johanson 1998: 58-59)



Argument topicalisation
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Voice derivations

• Synchronically unproductive passive voice

“A direct object can be topicalised by passive
construction, e.g. Resmi Ali tarafından çekildi
‘The picture was taken by Ali’, but this option is
less often choosen because of the device
offered by the constituent order.” (Johanson
1998: 59)



Voice derivations
• Unproductive passive, argument omission, 

zero-anaphora & generic reading
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Voice derivations

• Synchronically unproductive reflexive voice
• Preservation or developement of reciprocal, 

causative and applicative/benefactive


